Christian Aid Week Sermon – 14 May 2023 SSPP HC

It’s been a full week since the Coronation of their majesties King Charles III and Queen Camilla.  
Were you able to join in with the many celebrations, street parties and Big Lunch events? 
I do hope so. 

What about the extra Bank Holiday – last Monday. 
What did you do then? 

The King made it clear he wanted that extra holiday to be a day for volunteering, 
for helping others, 
for doing something to enrich our communities and shared lives.  
As Prince of Wales, his motto was ‘Ich Dien’ – I serve. A motto now inherited by his son William, the new Prince of Wales. 

And this commitment to service was echoed in his first words at his Coronation.  
A 14-year-old chorister welcomed him with the words: 
“…as children of the kingdom of God we welcome you in the name of the King of Kings …”  
and King Charles replied 
“… In His name, and after His example, I come not to be served but to serve…” 

Today marks the beginning of Christian Aid week, and Christian Aid encapsulates the demonstration of practical aid and service, 
by Christians acting in unity, to those who are in need.  

From its conception in 1945; 
when British and Irish churches joined together to help refugees following the second world war; 
Christian Aid became a movement that provides immediate relief for those in need 
such as in the wake of natural disasters like 
the 2004 Asian Tsunami; 
earthquakes in Haiti (in 2010 and again in 2022) and in Turkey and Syria earlier this year; 
after the floods in India (in 2022 and 2023); 
and after Cyclone Freddy hit Malawi and Southern Africa twice in less than a month in March this year.   
Christian Aid is also assisting refugees from the war in Ukraine and the resulting humanitarian crisis. 

Christian Aid is a foundational partner in the Disasters Emergency Committee 
which aims to act quickly, providing timely, effective, and appropriate support when such disasters strike. 

However, Christian Aid has become so much more than a reactive responder to a crisis situation.  It has also become a catalyst for change, 
speaking out against Injustice; 
campaigning against Racism and Poverty; 
seeking to address and campaign against Climate Change.  

These are large scale issues that impact countries and communities across the globe.  
They are the high-profile aims that Christians - and also many from other Faiths - recognise as important and life changing.  
That work is vital and needs to continue.  

Christian Aid works to make changes in the day-to-day existence of any and all those suffering under the evil effects of the big campaigns.  
The person whose crops have been destroyed by floods or drought, 
may well agree with the campaign against Climate Change, 
but today, 
that person needs to find clean water, food, and the means to survive 
long after that first urgent rush to help has levelled out and world news has moved on to another story.  

Who or what is Christian Aid?  
From the website they are: 
‘…  a melting pot of seasoned campaigners and enthusiastic activists …  rooted in our faith and driven by love and a desire for social justice…’

Are we those people? 

Are we people whose: 
‘… Faith can give us wisdom to ask those long-term questions about the causes of suffering and how to address them. [Whose] Faith can give us the gift of hope to imagine a world where all God’s children shall live in safety, when love has no borders and no bounds …’?[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  - Theology adviser, Christian Aid. Extracted from https://www.christianaid.org.uk/our-work/what-we-believe 10th May 2023
] 


A current project of Christian Aid is the development and planting of Pigeon Peas.  
Have you heard of them?  
Would you know what to do with them? 

They are a form of bean – but much smaller than most beans, hence the description as a ‘pea’.  
They are drought resistant so are more likely to produce a crop to enable families to feed themselves and not be so dependent upon aid-agency handouts.   
As these crops become established, families growing them are able to sell them, so generating income 
that means they can afford to buy life-saving medicines or send their children to school.  

You might wonder how this income stream is possible, when most people in that region will be facing similar hardships and constraints.  
Who has the money to buy these Pigeon Peas and thus to grow this small economy?    

We do! 

Pigeon Peas are available in the UK as both canned and frozen produce.  
They can be used instead of other dried pulses such as lentils or peas and beans that are soaked before use.  
An alternative name in the UK is ‘Dried Gungo Peas’.

If we were to include these products in our regular shopping and culinary choices, 
we would be helping to support and sustain the communities who depend on and benefit from their production.  

[I’m not an adventurous cook, but pea soup, lentil dahl and chilli are within my capabilities, 
so perhaps I can try those substituting Pigeon Peas, 
and I shall be delighted to learn of your successes. .  
The Christian Aid website has a recipe for Pigeon Pea Tacos, created by Hermine of Great British Bake-off [footnoteRef:2] and you might like to try that.] [2:  https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-05/ca_recipe_card_v10_rgb.pdf] 



We know that drought is bad but, arguably, floods are even worse as crops – including Pigeon Peas – and the soil they grow in, are washed away.  
Communities and individuals supported through Christian Aid projects are not immune from the devastation of cyclones and floods.  
They can lose homes, livelihood, and family members in the devastation.  

They need ongoing long-term support from Christian Aid, and they need Hope to reassure them that the World is taking notice and taking action to help them.  

Christian Aid’s campaign against Climate Change seeks to hold to account the biggest carbon polluters, 
calling for their profits to repair what has been lost and damaged in so many communities around the world.  
By joining the campaign, 
each one of us can help create change in 
the dry lands of Zimbabwe, 
the hurricane wreckage of Haiti, 
the flooded fields of Pakistan and 
the failing crops of Nicaragua.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Christian Aid Sermon 2023 https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2023-02/caw23-sermons.pdf] 


Christian Aid Week offers us a moment 
to come together and 
grow some of the unexpected seeds 
that might be already present within our worship, 
our mission and discipleship; 
seeds often hidden in their planting.

What can we do?  
What should we do? 

We live in a consumerist society.  
It’s hard to change that 
but we can help out by creating demand for something 
that will benefit these impoverished communities. 
Do we give once during Christian Aid week or 
do we incorporate something that provides sustained change –
 pigeon peas?   

I urge you to think about the products we buy; 
to review how our behaviour contributes to Climate Change; to consider ways in which we can voluntarily serve 
our community, 
our environment, and our God.  

We are all God’s children.  Let us give freely to Him as He has given freely to us.  Amen 
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